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We live in an age of constant distraction, 
whereas our ancestors had natural time for 
meditation and rest. Wellness at MHV is about 
taking time to be mindful again; to simply 
notice your surroundings, your thoughts, and 
attitudes, and whatever else comes up in a 
time of quietude. I want to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome you to the Mennonite 
Heritage Village (MHV) and show you how 
we can slow down and rest by focusing on 
well-being.

Some of you ask me, ‘what does the Well-be-
ing Initiative at MHV look like?’

There is so much at MHV that lends itself to 
well-being, but having an initiative helps us 
actively prioritize it. The well-being initiative 
helps us to see that when the community 
Christmas hamper board writes an appeal 
letter saying they have more low-income 
families than ever, we can respond by provid-
ing 400 family season passes. It means when 
a pandemic shuts down the nation, we create 
a virtual tour of our new exhibit and produce 
a ‘Safe @ Home’ online series about Menno-
nite life for children and adults. We search for 
grants that will aid in the improvement of our 
grounds by adding a fountain and trail around 
our pond, planting dozens of trees, and for 
funding outdoor winter activities such as a 
skating trail and snowshoeing (coming this 
winter). It means when Eastman Immigration 

approaches us about 
the dozens of Ukrainian 
refugees coming to our 
community, we offer 
them a tour, a warm 
meal of the food they 
know well, a couple of 
plots in our community 
garden, and even a cou-
ple of jobs in our Livery 
Barn Restaurant. 

MHV is not only about preserving the past, 
but also about serving the present. We are not 
a static organization, but a dynamic one that 
pivots our resources and heritage to care for 
our community and stakeholders. 

This year, instead of another golf tournament 
fundraiser, we are introducing a new event 
called the ‘Peace Trek’. You are welcome to 
participate by biking or running the historic 
Peace Trail which will be established at the 
spot where Mennonites first landed in 1874. 
The terminus will be the Dirk Willems Peace 
Garden at MHV which will be completed this 
summer. It can be done solo or as a relay with 
friends and family. The proceeds of this mem-
orable trek will support MHV and Eden Health 
Services so that we can continue to provide 
for the well-being of the next generation. 
Sign-up will be available soon!

TAKING INTIATIVE
BY GARY DYCK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It is wonderful to be greeting guests at Recep-
tion once more as visitors arrive from around 
the globe! Today’s guest list – Abbotsford, BC, 
Steinbach, MB and Steckborn, Switzerland. 
Yesterday’s list – Chilliwack, BC, Singapore (an 
island city-state in Southeast Asia), Paderborn, 
Germany and Grunthal, MB. It is exciting to lis-
ten to people’s questions about Mennonites and 

our history, and to hear some of their stories as 
they travel across Canada. One group gathered 
together as a family after the passing of the fam-
ily matriarch to heal and reflect and renew con-
nections with each other before heading back to 
their own corner of the world. Another couple 
was travelling across the country via backroads 
and had enjoyed some extra adventures with 
road closures due to flooding in SE Manitoba. 
Another pair had read about us for years and 

had imagined coming to see the Village for a 
long time and at last, they were here! So, to our 
guests, it gives us great pleasure to welcome and 
serve you as you come to visit us. We want to 
share our knowledge and passion with you, we 
appreciate your stories and invite you to share 
them with us when you come! Welcome every-
one! 

WELCOME BACK!
BY NITA WIEBE, SHOPKEEPER AND RECEPTIONIST
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LEAVING CANADA: THE MENNONITE 
MIGRATION TO MEXICO

BY ANDREA KLASSEN, SENIOR CURATOR

What is the price you would pay for your free-
dom of conscience?  Throughout Mennonite 
history, this question was answered hundreds 
of thousands of times by individuals who 
faced it – and its consequences – in very real 
ways. Many times, the answer came in the 
form of uprooting their entire lives and mov-
ing elsewhere at great cost.

We may be familiar with thinking about this 
question about Mennonite experiences in 
Europe during the Radical Reformation in the 
1500s or later in Russia and the Soviet Union 
during the nineteenth and twentieth cen-
turies, but we are likely not as comfortable 
thinking about it in relation to Canada. In the 
1920s, nearly 8,000 traditionalist Mennonites 
left Canada for Latin America in search of a 
new home that would give them what they 
felt Canada no longer could, including free-
dom to practice their religion and retain their 
way of life through educating their children in 
private schools. 

Mennonite Heritage Village’s upcoming ex-
hibit and Speaker Series focus on this story.  
Produced in partnership with the Plett Foun-
dation and the Mennonite Historical Society 
of Canada, “Leaving Canada: The Mennonite 
Migration to Mexico” explores this history 
from multiple perspectives.  

Parting Ways

What were the reasons these Mennonites 
felt they had no choice but to leave Cana-
da? Long before Canada adopted the official 
policy of “multiculturalism” in the 1970s, laws 
passed in Manitoba (1916) and in Saskatch-
ewan (1917) changed the public school sys-
tem to become mandatory, with the goal of 
assimilating children from immigrant back-
grounds and shaping them into loyal and 
patriotic British citizens.  

Traditionalist Mennonites in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan resisted the new school laws 
by petitioning, appealing, and boycotting the 
new public schools, which resulted in impris-
onment, heavy government fines, and con-

fiscation of property. According to Maclean’s 
journalist Charles Christopher Jenkins, “the 
government broke up Mennonite schools 
and fined [Mennonites] severely – sometimes 
they took the last horse and the last meat 
out of the house to pay the fines.” (Jenkins, 
“The Mennonites’ Trek,” in “Maclean’s,” Feb. 
15, 1922.) After all their efforts to appeal the 
government policy failed, traditionalist Men-
nonites decided to leave Canada to ensure 
their freedom of conscience and religion in 
the schools and    churches.

New Beginning

Mennonites faced many hardships in the early 
years in Mexico. Their journey from Canada 
had brought them into a dry, dusty, foreign 
landscape. Families spent the first few weeks 
in tent villages before they could build small 
wooden homes and many struggled to make 
ends meet. In addition, crop failures, a lack 
of clean water, and poor drainage during the 
rainy season led to serious epidemics of ma-
laria, typhoid, and smallpox in the first years. 

As newcomers, they had to learn entirely 
different ways of life. They had to learn new 
environment and weather patterns, new 
agricultural methods, new foods and crops, a 
new language, and how to construct sturdy 
homes with materials like adobe (dried mud) 
bricks. In addition, conflicts with neighbours 
and governments and violence following the 
Mexican Revolution were major challenges 
well into the 1950s. Some Mennonites quickly 
returned to Canada, but most found these dif-
ficulties bearable because Mexico had guar-
anteed their religious freedom.

Years later in his memoires, Isaak M. Dyck, 
leader in the Old Colony Church, suggested 
all the hardships Mennonites experienced in 
Mexico were worth it. He wrote: “In Mexico 
we found what we had lost in Canada, name-
ly: full freedom of conscience and expres-
sion of our religion, as much in the schools 
as in the churches.” (Dyck, Auswanderung 
von Canada nach Mexiko, ano 1922, Robyn 
Sneath, trans., [Cuauhtémoc: Imprenta Colo-
nial, 1995], p. 115.)

Lasting Legacy

The Mennonite migration to Mexico and 
Paraguay in the 1920s was the beginning 
of a movement that scattered traditionalist 
Mennonite groups throughout the Americas. 
Starting in the 1950s, Mennonites from the 
original colonies in Mexico migrated further 
south into Latin America and north, back to 
Canada. As historian Royden Loewen has 
noted, “Old Colony Mennonites have become 
a people of the ‘walking staff,’ committed to 
diaspora. They are a people not of place but 
of mobility.” (Loewen, Horse-and-Buggy Ge-
nius (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 
2016), 72.)  Today, about 300,000 traditionalist 

Mennonites are spread throughout North, 
Central, and South America. 

The 1920s migration also changed life for the 
Mennonites who remained in Canada.  While 
sometimes entire congregations moved, 
others like the Old Colony excommunicat-
ed those who chose not to emigrate.  Those 
who   in Canada had to rebuild their lives and 
churches and accommodate the new way of 
life in Canada.  At the same time as the move 
to Mexico was taking place, about 23,000 
Mennonites from the Soviet Union arrived 
in Canada with more conforming attitudes 
and lifestyles.  These migrations out of and 
into Canada resulted in increased Menno-

nite assimilation into mainstream society. 
When Mennonites from Latin America started 
returning to Canada in the 1950s, they also 
spread Old Colony communities throughout 
southern Ontario and the Canadian West.

The emigration of Mennonites in the 1920s 
was the largest mass exodus in Canada 
since Confederation in 1867.  Pushed into the 
unknown by the assimilation and betrayal 
Mennonites felt threatened them in Canada, 
“Leaving Canada: The Mennonite Migration to 
Mexico” tells the story of the lengths to which 
one community went to preserve its faith and 
culture.  

The exhibit will premiere at Mennonite Heri-
tage Village’s Spring Gala Fundraiser on June 
4 and open to the general public the next day, 
on June 5.  Tickets to the Spring Gala are $85 
(partially receptible) and are available on our 
website (www.mhv.ca), by phone (204-326-
9661), or in person at the museum.  Funds 
raised at the banquet will support the resto-
ration of the Chortitz Housebarn.

Alongside the exhibit, Mennonite Heritage Vil-
lage is partnering with the Centre for Trans-
national Mennonite Studies at the University 
of Winnipeg in hosting a monthly Speaker Se-
ries from June to October which will feature 
historians, curators, and filmmakers from the 
community sharing unique insights into this 
chapter in Mennonite history.  

UPCOMING EVENTS ON PAGE 6

Children and their teacher at the first Mennonite school built in 
Halbstadt, Santa Clara Colony, Mexico.

Credit: Private Collection, MHV IL-2022-2-28

Sommerfelder Reverend Abram Friesen (fourth from left) from 
Rosenheim, near Altona, Manitoba, visited his son and his family 
in Halbstadt, Campo 55, Mexico in fall 1923. While there, Friesen 
toured the Mennonite villages in the dry, mountainous landscape 

of Chihuahua.

Credit: Private Collection, MHV IL-2022-2-17
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MUSETOBA DATA
BY KAYLIEGH PENNER, DATABASE & COLLECTIONS ASSISTANT

Before I indulge your wildest dreams and tell 
you about the thrilling world of data manage-
ment, let me share an analogy with you.

We have a lovely public library here in Stein-
bach but imagine a scenario in which nobody 
is around to look after the place. The front 
doors are locked, so the books are inaccessi-
ble to the public.  The librarians have a key to 
access the collection, but nobody is cleaning 
the floors, or – heaven forbid – checking the 
washrooms. If anything happens to the build-
ing, its content – the large collection of books 
– are left to the twin risk of the elements and 
of chance. If a window breaks or something 
goes wrong inside the building, we would 
lose the innumerable stories contained in the 
books, as the collection is slowly ruined and 
eventually lost.

A database is like a virtual building – it needs 
consistent attention and upgrades.  It is not 
enough that the data is there, tucked away 
inside this “building” if the building is not 

maintained and updated.  For the past few 
years, Mennonite Heritage Village (MHV) has 
been working in a database that has become 
obsolete because the company that created it 
was not longer supporting and updating the 
software.  This situation is the equivalent of 
our fictitious scenario above, where no one 
is around to look after the place and slowly 
time takes its toll. Our old database, Virtu-
al Collections, served the museum well for 
about two decades, but since it was no lon-
ger supported, MHV’s curatorial staff did not 
have the tools to secure the “building” when 
the elements threaten the data stored inside. 
There are precisely 16,851 items stored in our 
database – for every physical artefact at the 
museum, the database records where and 
from whom who each item came and the 
significance of each of their histories. With an 
unsupported database, our virtual “building” 
was at risk of losing this irreplaceable knowl-
edge. 

Over the last year, we have spent hundreds of 
hours cleaning up the database and on March 
16, 2022, we officially packed up Virtual Col-
lections and moved all that data to our new 
virtual “home” called Musetoba.  Musetoba is 
a province-wide database created and admin-
istered by the Association of Manitoba Muse-
ums.  It is web-based, meaning that it can be 
accessed anywhere that the Internet exists. 
With Musetoba’s accessibility, MHV’s curatorial 
staff could work from anywhere in the muse-
um, from the galleries to the storage facilities, 
to the outdoor buildings. It also means that 
MHV’s stories can someday be accessible to 
the public. We are hard at work preparing for 
Musetoba’s public-facing website, where in 
the future, anyone can find photographs and 

stories about MHV’s artefacts with a simple 
search.

This brings us to the present.  If you have ever 
moved, you will know that with every move 
comes a lot of work to get the place up and 
running and functioning the way you would 
like it to be.  Now that we’ve moved from 
Virtual Collections to Musetoba, we’re very 
busy cleaning.  Returning to our analogy of a 
physical library, with 16,851 items in our da-
tabase, there is a lot of unpacking to be done 
before the “library” is functional. My job as the 
database assistant is to find “books” that are 
on the wrong “shelves” and to make sure they 
are organized correctly where they belong. 
After all, we wouldn’t expect to find a medical 
journal in the romance section of the library, 
right?  In the same way, all our collections 
data need to be cleaned up and re-organized 
into the right “shelves” in Musetoba.

We are happy to announce that in Museto-
ba, we have a secure new database that will 
increase the accessibility and useability of 
our collections data and will bring stability 
to MHV’s collection data for many years to 
come.  To conclude our analogy, in this new 
“library,” we don’t need to worry about losing 
any of our books and, most importantly, we 
can call in help if any of the windows break. 
Now that we’re in the new database, we are 
busy putting things in order so that when we 
open its public-facing website to the public, 
we can present you with a comprehensive 
site that facilitates the learning and sharing of 
our Mennonite heritage. I can’t wait to wel-
come you in – I just need to make sure there 
aren’t any metaphorical medical journals in 
the romance section, first.

WEDDINGS AT MHV
BY JENNY FROSE, EVENTS COORDINATOR

Telling great stories and creating inspiring 
experiences is what we’re best known for. 
Our wedding guests love to explore all the 
options, locations, and activities at our muse-
um. Dream with us as you create your unique 
wedding. With plenty of photo opportunities 
around the grounds and admission included 
for your guests, everyone can celebrate, ex-
plore, and make memories. With a variety of 

intimate venues and plenty of outdoor spaces 
sprinkled throughout the museum, let us help 
you plan your special day!

•	 Indoor and outdoor venues for all sizes 

•	 Full-day experiences, including the 
ceremony, photos, and reception

•	 An inclusive atmosphere that wel-
comes weddings of all kinds

•	 Approachable and knowledgeable staff 
ready to help make your day extra special

•	 Special focus on your guests’ experi-
ence and comfort

Our Wedding Packages

Currently we have a 2-day wedding package 
for $2,800. This allows couples time for set 
up, décor and rehearsal the day before their 
event. The package includes:

•	 One of two event halls

•	 Tables and chairs

•	 Access to the sound system (no SO-
CAN or docking fees)

•	 Admission to Mennonite Heritage 
Village on the day of your wedding for 
you and your guests 

•	 Wedding and group photos

•	 Access to a prep kitchen - China, flat-

CONTINUED PAGE 7

MHV wishes to thank the following for their 
support of this project:

Association of Manitoba Museums
Government of Canada’s Young Canada Works – 

Building Careers in Heritage program
Government of Manitoba’s Community Museum 

Project Support program
Government of Manitoba’s Green Team program

MHV Auxiliary 
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WORKING FOR MHV!
BY EVELYN FRIESEN, AUXILIARY REPORTER

One hundred years ago, nearly eight thou-
sand Mennonites left Canada for Latin Amer-
ica.  This history is Mennonite Heritage Vil-
lage’s (MHV) theme for 2022 and visitors to 
the museum will not only find it throughout 
our exhibits and programming, but also out in 
the village. 

The Blumenhof School here on MHV’s 
grounds is an example of one of the many 
Mennonite private schools in Manitoba built 
during the pre-1916 period, before public 
schools were imposed on the province. It was 
built in 1885 and until 1924 in the village of 
Blumenhof, near Altona, Manitoba. Teaching 
was done in German and most of the lessons 
were religious in nature, along with basic 
reading and writing. Mennonites saw the 
significance of education, but their goals for it 
were to raise children to be good members of 

their communities and congregations.  Liter-
acy, for example, was important because the 
ability to read the Bible was viewed as essen-
tial for Mennonites, as church leaders were 
chosen from the church membership. Basic 
arithmetic was also important for children 
to learn, to enable them to take over their 
parents’ way of life and run households and 
farms when they grew up. 

When the Manitoba Schools Act of 1916 
was passed, all children ages seven to four-
teen were required to go to public school 
like the Barkfield School, now located on 
MHV’s grounds, built in 1919 just southwest 
of Steinbach. The goal of the public school 
system was to standardize education and give 
all children schooling that would turn them 
into good British citizens, effectively erasing 
their unique cultural heritage and assimilating 
non-British children, including French-lan-
guage speakers and European immigrants 
such as Mennonites, Ukrainians, and Polish 
communities. Many Mennonites resisted this 
which resulted in facing heavy fines and even 
jail time. 

In some cases, the migration to Latin Ameri-
ca involved entire congregations, with those 
individuals choosing to remain in Canada 
being excommunicated from the church.  The 
majority of the Reinländer of Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan chose to emigrant, leaving 
a remnant of their group behind in Canada 
without an official church affiliation. The Old 

Colony Worship House was built in 1881 in 
the village of Chortitz, Manitoba (southwest of 
Winkler), which was part of the larger Rein-
länder Gemeinde. About 5,300 Reinländers 
from Manitoba and Saskatchewan left for 
Mexico in the 1920s. With the majority leaving 
Canada, this worship house was abandoned 
until 1936 when those who remained re-orga-
nized themselves and formed the Old Colony 
Church. They began using the building again 
for their services until it was brought to the 
museum in 1967. 

Residential buildings in the village also give 
us a sense of who the individual Mennonites 
who left Canada for Mexico were. The Chor-
titz Housebarn, also from the Chortitz village 
near Winkler, was built in 1895 by Jacob Te-
ichroeb, who immigrated from Russia in 1876. 
In the 1920s, he and his family left for Mexico, 
where he lived until his death in 1936. Many 
so-called Kanadier (Mennonites who came to 
Canada in the 1870s) such as the Teichroebs 
left in the 1920s as they felt the Canadian 
government had gone back on its original 
promises to them, including having control of 
their own education, and full exemption from 
the military. 

Look for special “Leaving Canada” themed 
tours of the village on Festival Days through-
out the 2022 summer and fall season. We look 
forward to sharing this history with you!

In keeping with the MHV Auxiliary’s Constitu-
tion, “the Auxiliary shall consist of members 
who are interested in furthering the goals of 
the Museum” and share a passion for all that 
MHV stands for, knowing that life experiences 
and related stories will continue to be told!

Though Covid19 restrictions lingered 
throughout the winter months, we met regu-
larly to consider suitable ways of carrying on 
with proposed fundraising plans.

Earlier this year, Auxiliary President, Linda 
Schroeder presented an impressive report at 
MHV’s 2021 Annual Meeting — further evi-

dence of the year’s success and goals fulfilled! 

We assembled 42 tantalizing Charcuterie 
Boards for the Rotary Club’s annual Dare Ban-
quet. They were a special treat for supporters 
of the Club’s recent fundraiser.

Linda Schroeder is pictured handing a food 
board to one of several RCMP who graciously 
volunteered to deliver the gifts across town.

s a special Christmas treat from Management 
at MHV, each of the Staff was pleased to 
receive a Charcuterie Board prepared by the 
Auxiliary.

A light lunch including Hot Dogs and snacks 
was served during the Winter Carnival in Feb-
ruary. Our Members are seen enjoying a quick 
cup of coffee together as they await their first 
customers. 

Our Drive-Through Perogy Supper has be-
come a popular, yearly event. Thanks to the 
many volunteers who lent a helping hand 
on April 21st, it was, once again, a successful 
fundraiser. As always, we are thankful for all 
who support our efforts.

Doug Kathler— who is skilled at countless 
jobs— was kept running to and fro from the 
kitchen in the Livery Barn Restaurant to keep 
up with the demand for steaming, hot Cot-
tage Cheese perogies.

UPCOMING EVENTS ON PAGE 6

The interior of the Barkfield Public School, one of the “Zwangschulen” (en-
forced schools) imposed on the Mennonite community near Pansy, Manitoba in 
1919. When the school opened in October, most students were from Ukrainian 

and Mennonite backgrounds. 
Credit: Jerry Grajewski, Grajewski Fotograph Inc.

LEAVING CANADA: IN THE VILLAGE
BY KARA SUDERMAN, CURATORIAL ASSISTANT
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THE MYSTERY OF THE "ANNE 
OF GREEN GABLES DRESS"
BY JESSICA BULLER

What does one do when one suddenly finds 
oneself in possession of a garment that is 
over one hundred years old? This is a ques-
tion I did not think I would ever have to an-
swer. In the fall of 2019, I had taken a costume 
coat home from Mennonite Heritage Village 
(MHV) to mend and make a pattern of it. The 
black wool coat was at first glance quite plain, 
but had a beautiful “Anne of Green Gables,” 
late-Victorian aesthetic to it, and as an am-
ateur historian who is interested in dress 
history, it intrigued me.  Naturally, I assumed 
this coat was maybe a late 1980s or 1990s 
costume reproduction.

I was eager to figure out how this coat was 
put together when, upon closer inspection at 
home, something didn’t add up. There were 
copious amounts of hand-stitching used, 
the worn-out label at the back was quite old, 
there were woven thread back buttons, and 
the amount of somewhat frivolous detail 
didn’t seem to make sense for a costume 
piece. Faced with this information I did not 
know how to properly interpret; so, I went 
online to consult people whose knowledge 
of dress history was far superior to mine, and 
they quickly confirmed my suspicion. This 
coat was not from the 1980s or 1990s, or even 
the 1940s, as was my second guess. It was 
very likely from the turn of the century – that 
is, the twentieth century, which meant this 
coat was well over a hundred years old.  

How do you prove a claim like that? At the 
time I was researching this question we were 
entering lockdown and travel to archival 
collections and libraries to do research was 
out of the question. So instead, I began a 
one-and-a-half-year sporadic internet re-
search journey. Every piece of the coat was 
like a puzzle piece that needed to be put 
into a larger context. Early on, I found pic-
tures of women in coats from the 1910s that 
seemed a close match, but not all the pieces 
fit. The velvet collar suggested a broad time 
frame from the 1890s to the 1940s, the flared 
skirt of the coat indicated it must have been 
made prior to 1930, and the worn-out label 
dated the coat to pre-1920s; however, it was 
the sleeves, curved and puffed, that gave me 
some trouble. 

Sleeves are one of the quickest ways to iden-
tify the time frame of a garment; the way they 
are cut, where they are puffed (at the top, 
middle, or bottom), and how the sleeve is set 
into the shoulder can help you narrow down 
the time frame of a garment to within a rough 
ten-year period. But these sleeves didn’t add 
up. They were saying 1910s and 1898 at the 
same time. And that is not what they were 
supposed to say!

I went down a rabbit hole in search of turn-
of-the-century magazines in the hope that I 
could find something that would give me a 

clue. It didn’t take long, however, before I hit 
the jackpot. There it was. In The Ladies Tailor 
from October 1898, I found a drafting pattern 
of a close-fitting Ulster Coat that almost per-
fectly matched the coat I had in front of me. 
The Eaton’s Fall and Winter Catalogue from 
1899 to 1900 confirmed my find. I was ec-
static, but still a little confused because those 
sleeves still didn’t make a whole lot of sense. 
If this coat was really from 1899 or 1900, the 
sleeves should have been poofier. I went back 
to the coat, carefully re-inspecting it inside 
and out, making sure I didn’t skip over any 
detail – and that’s when I finally found my an-
swer. This coat had been altered – and quite 
drastically at that. 

Now all the puzzle pieces fell into place, and 
it wasn’t just a random, old coat anymore. 
It started to tell a story of people who lived 
a hundred years ago. This coat would have 

Front view of the mysterious coat.
Credit: Jessica Buller

been worn by a woman from the working 
class. It would have taken her quite a bit of 
saving to purchase this coat from a depart-
ment store like Eatons or the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. The average price for these coats 
was around $10 at that time, which converts 
roughly to $300 in 2021. This garment was an 
investment, and the coat is a witness to that 
story. Whoever wore this coat took great care 
of it. It was most likely worn for fancier oc-
casions, such as going to church, and it was 
meant to keep the wearer warm during the 
windy spring and autumn, or warmer winter 
days. Once the owner no longer needed it, 
the coat wasn’t discarded or cut up into fabric 
scraps as often was the case. It was passed on 
to someone else and was altered to fit them. 
It was altered from its original size of 8/10 to 
fit a size 14/16. The coat was also ‘modern-
ized,’ and those alterations likely happened 
sometime in the 1940s. The alterations in-
cluded deflating the puffed sleeves, taking in 
the back, adding fabric to widen the sides, 
and making the skirt narrower. Whoever did 

the alterations was not the most skilled seam-
stress at hand sewing, which makes sense, 
because by the 1940s, most households had 
sewing machines and there wasn’t a need to 
do that much hand sewing anymore. 

This coat would have fallen out of fashion 
by the 1950s, and with the economic boom, 
there would not have been a need to pre-
serve clothing and fabric from one generation 
to the next anymore. There are some slight 
indicators that it might have been used as 
a costume or by kids to play dress-up later. 
Then, it somehow ended up in the costume 
room at MHV, where I got to take it home and 
go on a little research adventure, figuring out 
the puzzle of this 1899-turned-1940s-turned-
costume coat. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

VISIT WWW.MHV.CA TO SEE MORE EVENTS
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'WEDDINGS AT MHV' CONTINUED
BY JENNY FROESE, PRIVATE EVENTS COORDINATOR

ware, etc. are included, as well as all 
after-hours fees 

Other services include:

•	 Event BBQ

•	 Wedding Arch

•	 Lights

•	 Beverage Bar

•	 Horse-drawn rides

Alcohol is permitted once a valid LGA Man-
itoba permit is obtained. No corkage fees. 
Catering is available seasonally through our 
onsite Livery Barn Restaurant, however out-
side catering is permitted as well.

Heritage buildings are also available, suitable 
for ceremonies, etc. Boasting 40 acres here 
at the Village, there are several spectacular 

locations throughout the grounds suitable for 
your special moment. Heritage building and 
grounds rental fees are $325 per location.

Whether planning a large celebration or an 
intimate gathering, the Mennonite Heritage 
Village is the perfect location to create beau-
tiful memories and begin your new journey 
together.

Contact Jenny, MHV’s Private Events Coordi-
nator for any information about venues and 
events or to book your dream wedding.

Contact: jennyf@mhv.ca or 204-326-9661 ext. 
227

What our guests are saying:

After my original venue fell through two days 
before my wedding, I called MHV, and the 
private events coordinator was wonderful. 
She helped me out so much and was friendly 
and awesome to deal with. I definitely recom-
mend this venue. It’s gorgeous and the people 
are great! It ended up being way better and 
more beautiful than my original venue.

Tanya L. 

All the staff were super friendly and answered 
all questions we had. They made sure our big 
day went off without any issues. The venue 
was gorgeous, the wedding package was very 
fairly priced, and the grounds are gorgeous 
for pictures. Thank you all.

Jolene C.

ANNUAL DONORS 2021

Friend of MHV $100-$499
Abe Doerksen
Abe & Frances Klassen
Abe & Lorna Penner
Abram	Falk
Abram E. & Helena Ens
Albert Friesen
Alicia Reimer
Chad Penner
Charleen Barkman
Colin Peters
Curtis & Jennifer Fehr
Dale Friesen
Dave & Lena Funk
David & Sharlene Reimer
Dennis	Plett
Dennis	Fast
Derek	 Reimer
Desiree Reimer
Dick Unrau
Don Esau
Dzemal & Noreen Gafic
E. Patricia Allen
Edward & Jill Banman
Elmer	 Toews
Erich & Joan Enns
Erin Unger
Ethan Rempel
Florence Thiessen
Florence Barg
Frank Dyck
Frank & Edith	 Derksen
Garnet	Reimer
Garry Loewen
George H. & Martha Barkman
Gerry Sapinsky
Gertrude Peters
Glen & Betty Koop
Gordon Kreutzer
Gwyneth Elin Goulden
Harold & Cynthia Janzen
Harold & Jacqueline Machmer
Harry Friesen
Heather Dean
Helen Ens

Helen Kehler
Henry Janzen
Henry Doerksen
Henry & Naomi Doerksen
Henry & Rita Enns
Ian Plett
Isaac F.	Schellenberg
Jack & Irene Schellenberg
Jacob Peters
Jake Buhler
Jeffrey Wood
Jennifer Falk
John H. Braun
John H. & Connie Peters
Katherine Kroeker
Ken Giesbrecht
Ken & Val Zacharias
Lena Bartel
Margaret Kroeker
Marie Rempel
Mark Rempel
Martha Friesen
Martin & Ingrid Enns
Mary Penner
Mary Friesen
Michael & Ruby Kehler
Milton	Reimer
Neil Janzen
Neil Enns
Noel Bremaud
Norm & Rose Dyck
Peter Martens
Peter Penner
Peter Toews
Philip Carter
Ray Unger
Ray Fast
Raymond & Mathilde	Rempel
Roger Wohlgemuth
Roland	Wiebe
Ron Plett
Rudy Warkentin
Shirley & Martin Giesbrecht
Susan Toews

Susan Klassen
Susie Plett
Tim Meinen
W. Vern & Ruth Shier
Warren & Lorelei Biedler
Werner Rempel
Wilmer Penner
Joleen Jeske
David Klassen
Elbert & Lorraine Toews
Leona Hiebert
Marie Friesen
Robert	Smith
Veronica Klassen
Paul Rogalsky
Rick Derksen
Carl & Wilma	 Doerksen
Hans Werner
Irma Peters
Waldemar Ens
Brenda	Penner
Joy Barkman
Elizabeth Abrahams
Abe Martens
C. Neil	Heinrichs
Donald Duerksen
Helen Klassen
Henry Fast
Herman & Eleanor Martens
Jack V. & Joan E. Braun
Janice Siemens
Jereleen Brydon
Jesse Hiebert
Jim Wiebe
John & Ellie Dyck
John J. & Dorothy Friesen
Judith L. Klassen
Kelvin & Kim Goertzen
Ken & Helen Penner
Kent Reimer
Larry R. & Eleanor Penner
Louise	Thiessen
Marlene Sobering
Marvin	 Penner

mailto:jennyf@mhv.ca
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Silver $1,000 - $2,499

Abe & Ann Friesen
Dennis & Linda Schroeder
Ernie & Charlotte Wiens
Iris Reimer
John A. Goossen
Ken & Doreen Penner
Mark & Kim Duerksen
Patrick Friesen
Peter Martens
Ron & Ruth Penner
Ted & Irene Falk
Victor Bergmann
Kroeker Foundation Inc.
Fairway Ford Sales Ltd.
Lichtenau Mennonite Church
Summit Technologies Inc.
Natural Proteins Inc
R & M Penner Holdings Ltd.
Gilbert & Angela Drolet
Helmut Pankratz
Hylife Foundation Inc.
Wesley Reimer
Wilma Kroeker
Rural Municipality of Ste. Anne
Racka Roofing Inc.
GLT Service Porfessionals
Diamond Construction & Gravel
Peter C. Bergen
Steinbach Dental Clinic
Paradise Landscape & Design
Deloitte
Penn-Co Construction

Mary Reimer
Mary Martens
Melvin	Dueck
Michelle Barkman
Milton	Reimer
Peter N. Reimer
Reg Toews
Rockrose Dairy Ltd.
Ron Enns
Tim & Laverna Reimer
Steinbach Hatchery & Feeds
Enex Siding Inc.
John W. Martens
Dick Klassen
Isbrand Hiebert
Brent & Kristen Kroeker
Colin	 Giesbrecht
Doug & Connie Hamm
Harvey	 Plett
Oak Leaf Promotions
The Progressive Group Of Companies Inc.
Buckingham Ag
Irvin Fast
Linden	Reimer
Carlee Friesen
Cathy Reimer
Chelsea Gerstenhofer
Cornelius Martens
Glen Klassen
Irene Warkentin
James Schellenberg
Jesse Gerstenhofer
Leonard Dueck
Lorne & Ingrid Peters
Noreen Klassen
Otto & Lois Loeppky
Peter Reimer
Rob Harder
Robert	Goertzen
Ted & Irene Froese
Tim Kroeker
Victor & Frieda Loewen
Mazer Group
Auto-City Garage
Super-Gro Gilts Ltd.
Elmer	 Hildebrand
Ernest	 Klassen
James L. & Bertha Friesen
Lorne & Lillian Loewen
Tina Teichroew
Verna Hildebrandt

Bronze $500-$999

David Richert
Doris Penner
Garry & Margaret Penner
Gary & Andrea Dyck
Gerhard P. & Marlene N.Epp
Helga Froese
John N. Janzen

ANNUAL DONORS 2021

Maria Schroeder
Melvin & Elfrieda Loewen
Penny	 Cabernel
Peter Martens
Royden & Mary Ann Loewen
Sidney Reimer
Syd Reimer
Vic & Carol Penner
Wes Unger
William & Hilda Muir
PBX Truck Service Inc.
Penner Farm Services
Reimark Farms Inc
Unger Air Farms
South-East Veterinary Clinic
RIVR Financial Services
Catherine Klassen
Henry Dueck
Ken & Rosemarie Friesen
Tiny Creek Farms Ltd.
Daniel Beaudette
Network Media
Erna Friesen
Henry Doerksen
Werner Rempel

Larry Goossen

Gold $2,500 - $4,999

Mary Anne Hildebrand
Beverly Penner
Victor & Frieda Loewen
Fast Brothers Ltd.
Helmut Friesen
Siegfried Peters
Bob Schmor
Vic & Luise Rempel
Penner Trailers Inc.
Keystone Agri-Motive (2005)

Emerald $5,000 - $9,999

Greg & Dianne Penner
Harold Barg
Sunnydale Farms Ltd.
Al Hamm
Ernest & Doreen Braun
RM Of Hanover RM Of Hanover
Willie H. & Karen Peters
Canadian Museums Association

Diamond $ 10,000 - $ 19,999

Bob & Debbie Giesbrecht
MHV Auxiliary
C.P. Loewen Family Foundation
Steinbach Credit Union
Milton Penner
Golden West Broadcasting Ltd.
Peter C. Bergen
Seine Rat River Watershed District
Hydro Ag Supply

Platinum $20,000+ 

Barkman Concrete Foundation Inc.
Triple E Recreational Vehicles
The Manitoba 150 Host Committee Inc.
Abundance Canada
Province of Manitoba
Doug & Elsie Kathler
City of Steinbach
Steinbach Community Foundation
Manitoba Arts Council
Government of Canada

377 Main Street  Steinbach, Manitoba
Phone:1-204-326-3421  Toll Free Manitoba 1-800-442-0463

PROUD PRINTERS OF THE MHV NEWSLETTER

Brochures
Business Cards

Catalogues
Envelopes

Posters
Magazines

Newsletters
Newspapers


