
www.mhv.ca  1  May 2021

THE VILLAGEVoice
A

gr
ee

m
en

t #
40

03
36

05

VOLUME 9 NO.1 MAY 2021

MENNONITES AT WAR page 3 
RESTORING THE CHORTITZ HOUSEBARN page 6



2 The Villiage Voice www.mhv.ca

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
PUBLISHED BY
Mennonite Heritage Villiage (Canada) Inc.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Gary Dyck

EDITOR

Patrick Friesen

CONTRIBUTORS

Gary Dyck

Kara Suderman

Andrea Klassen

Jo-Ann Friesen

Evelyn Friesen

Robert Goertzen

PRINTED BY

Derksen Printers

DESIGNED BY

Brittaney Bruynooge-Kornelson

CHARITY NUMBER

10363-393-RR0001

AGREEMENT NUMBER

40033605

HOURS

May - September

Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursday 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

October - April

Tuesday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5.p.m.

Outdoor buildings are closed

ADMISSISON RATES

Adults     $12.00

Seniors (65 & Older)   $10.00

Students (ages 13 - 22)   $10.00

Children (ages 6 - 12)   $6.00

Children (ages 5 & under)    Free

MEMBERSHIP

Membership entitles you to vote at our annual general 
meeting, and gives you FREE or reduced admission to 
other signature Museums in Manitoba

Manitoba Signature Museums.

Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum
Brandon,MB

Le Musee De Saint - Boniface Museum
Winnipeg, MB

Manitoba Agricultural Museum
Austin, MB

New Iceland Heritage Museum
Gimli, MB

St. Boniface Museum
Winnipeg, MB

The Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre
Morden, MB

Western Canada Aviation Museum 
Winnipeg, MB

HOW  TO REACH MHV
Telephone 204.326.9661

Email info@mhv.ca

REFLECTIONS

As I reflect on my years at MHV, I must say I have 
loved every aspect of my work. I have enjoyed 
the daily interaction with staff, volunteers, visitors, 
tour groups, customers and vendors. It is hard to 
list the plethora of memorable interactions I have 
encountered over my time here. Every person I 
had contact with was an important interaction.   

I enjoyed conversing with travelers from far and 
wide, and oh, the stories they would share about 
their own historical background and how similar 
it was to the Mennonite experience. It was very 
satisfying to be told time and again that our 
Village Books & Gifts was an excellent place to 
shop to find that rare and unique item, perfect for 
their own shelf or to give as a gift. 

When the breeze was just right, the windmill sails 
turned, and whole wheat flour was ground. I just 
loved it; The Chortitz House Barn, the Hochfeld 
and Waldheim houses, as well as the Blacksmith 
Shop reminded me of the ingenuity and practical 
creativeness of those who came before us.  The 
Old Colony Church and the Lichtenau Church 
encompass the heart of the people. 

The General Store, what a great feeling you get 
when you open the door and walk in. You are 
immediately filled with nostalgia as you step back 
in time. A store that sold everything you needed 
from flour to bolts of fabric to tractor parts, even 
a cow or two. It was an information gathering 
place and message center all in one. As I opened 
village buildings on my rounds, I was reminded 
of the heritage and intestinal fortitude of the early 
settlers.

BY: JO-ANN FRIESEN

Welcome to the Mennonite Heritage Village (MHV)! 
A safe place to learn, discuss, work, play, relax and 
renew. Six words not commonly put together, but it 
is in their balance that we find our equilibrium to live 
well. 

Learn and Discuss. 

With our 16,000+ artifacts, building panels, 
bookstore, and new exhibit, ‘Mennonites at War’,  
there is a lot to learn and discuss with others. We 
also hope to have a Spring Gala with a banquet 
on May 29th, community book launch evenings 
and events as COVID restrictions allow. These 
are all great times to connect with others in your 
community and discuss the topic of the day.

Work and Play.

In our volunteer community, there is a lot of 
hobby work to be done. This year we need your 
help in hosting events, developing heritage skill 
demonstrations, restoring our pond shoreline by 
planting 1000’s of native wetland plants, fixing 
up our wooden barn doors, some small painting 
projects, and more! Working on the museum 
grounds is enjoyable, even playful, which is probably 
one of the reasons that our Grounds Manager is 
returning for his tenth year! Welcome back Jared!

Relax and Renew

This year MHV plans to offer a lot of the familiar, 
which can be relaxing. However, we also plan to 
offer new ideas, a new peace garden, revamped 
programming that is COVID safe, and a special 
emphasis on well-being. Ask for our well-being 
handout at reception and find out how MHV can 
help you relax and renew your mind and body today.

May your 2021 include meaningful learning, 
discussions, work, play, relaxation, and renewal!

 

SUBMITTED BY GARY DYCK, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

................................................CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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MENNONITES AT WAR 
BY KARA SUDERMAN AND ANDREA KLASSEN
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 ITY JUS. A. CAMPBELL
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Speaks to Brotherhood— Hi v. It 11.

MoÚlhvr&n, pastor of St. M at tin .\h
Church, h m  the speaker at St. Btepb* 
t'u's brotherhood SmiUiiy afternoon.

Quinlan Goei W e«t— \V I 'Quinlan, 
district passenger ugent, G .T .l’., lift 
Sunday evening on an official visit to 
lU-glnu and other western points.

Clan Stewart to Meet— lor It. C. 
Johnstone will lecture oil St. Patrick 
In Travellers' hall Tuesday evening, 
under the auspicia of ciuu Stewurt. 
liefreshmonts w ill he served.

Fur Man Arrives— Samuel Silver, 
manager of the firm II. S ilve r & Co.. 
fur manufacturers. Montreal, arrived 
in Winnipeg this morning and Is re
gistered at the Fo rt (lurry hotel.

90th Attend Church— The 90th Regl- 
ment attended divine «revire In Its 
own barracks Sunday morning. Rev. 
W . llertal Heoney preai hed the ser
mon. The hand, under lan d e r S. M. 
llarrowelough, provided special music.

Wounded at Front; 
Now In Hospital

Former Dauphin Barrister To 
Get Appointment From 

Norris Government

Panama Visitor Returns— J.  Hil
lings. of the Ann of John Hillings &■

Co., Limited, grain merchants, W in 
nipeg, arrived home Sunday after an 
extended visit to l '  inaina. Mr». BI1- I Northern 
lings, who Is also In the south visit
ing, is expected to return shortly.

Jam es A. Campbell, barrister,
formerly of Dauphin, and now a 
citizen of Tin* Pas, Is the man 
whom the provincial government Ima 
chosen for commissioner of North
ern .Manitoba. .Mr. Campbell's ap
pointment has not yet gone through, 
the order In counell being held up 
owing to Hun. Edward Hrown's ab
sence from tho city. .Mr. Urown is 
expected back in a day or so and on 
his return the order-ln-council 
ho signed and 
lzed to start 
duties.

The office o f special commissioner 
for .Voriiern Manitoba Is one of the
most Important In the gift of the 
Manitoba government. According to 
the terina of the not respecting

will
Mr. Campbell author- 
at once on hie new

SER G T . HUGH  M cK E N Z IE
Relatives living at 338 Nairn Ave. 

have received word that Srigt. Hugh 
McKenda, of the 44th Winnipeg B a t 
talion. was wounded on February 29 
and Is now In a hospital In England. 
He is reported to be progressing fa 
vorably. Hefore enlisting with the 
44th Battalion. Hergt. McKenxle 
worked for the Marshall Well» Co.

Manltolm

Confirms 72 at St. Luke's His 
Grace Archbishop Matheson i» rform- 
ed the confirmation rite for 72 young 
persons at St. Luke's church. Sunday
morn ng. In his sermon H is  tirare , (in( ,(( ,M. iul.IU ed at The hob. Ilia

*' [salary will be $3,800 per annum.

passed at the
last session of the legislature, the 
entire nor!hern territory Including 
the Constituencies ol The Pas and 
Rupertsland w ill be w ithin purview 
of this office.

Offices at The Pas 
The commissioner’s headquarters

spoke of the seriousness w hich an! 
mated the people as a direct result 
of the war.

Presented W ith  Watch —  Thomas 
Uae. formerly an employe of the city 
license department, was presented 
with a  handsome wrist watch Satur
day on the occasion of Ills departing 
for the front with the Canadian Army 
Service corps.

Banquet Follows Address— Dr. El
mer S. Hest. of Chicago, delivered an 
Interesting address before 
Itoba Dental association In 
leal L ib rary  Boyd block, 
afternoon. A banquet In 
Regis followed.

with all reasonable expenses.
The duly ot the commissioner is 

to sin- that laws are enforced In the
i fa r northern territory.

The bill reads:
"T o  supervise the administration 

of .justa- l>> ail police magistrates 
. | ''¡sti es of the peace, and Iieoee 

• ■llicors in Northern Manitoba, and 
i to make such suggestions to the 
saiil officials as :itv necessary on

nd chor-
Rc'er ot the saiil Northern Manltolm;

the Man-| "T o  ascertain that the laws gov- 
the Med- i erning the sale of intoxicating
Saturday liquor are carried out. and to take
the St. such steps us are necessary to have

_________ said laws enforced In the district;
Hotel Thief Remanded M u ,t Force Acts

pleaded guilty at the police court to- And also to see that the Public 
day to five charges of thefts from Schools act. the Compulsory Edu-
hotel rooms. E r ic  worked a  "collec- 1 ‘ lion act. the Game Protection act
tlon agency”  In the downtown hotels an 'l the Public Health act.
His plunder for one month amounted
to nearly $250. 
sentence.

H e  was rem anded fi

Give Banquet to Banker— On the
occasion of hts departure for Mont
real where he w ill take up duties 
sim ilar to those he is laying down 
here. Edward Helalr, for four years 
manager of the Banque D'Hochelaga, 
was the guest of honor at a  bankers’ 
banquet held Suturday evening in the 
St. Kegis hotel.

W hite Rats to Meet— A mass meet
ing of the members of the W h ite  Hats 
Actors' union and association of Act
resses of America, now In Winnipeg, 
will be held In the St Charles hotel 
Tuesday evening at 11.80 p.m. It. A. 
Itigg. M .P P .  w ill aft a 
Harry Mountford. International or
ganizer of the W h ite  Rats, w ill be 
present.

Johnston Succeeds Recruit —  A n- (
nouncement was made today, at the 
local Canadian Northern ra ilw ay of
fices of the appointment of A L  ! 
Johnston, agecit at St. Paul, Minn . to j 
the position of travelling passenger | 
agent, with headquarters nt Wlnnl- \ 

peg. Mr. Johnston succeeds George I 
North. W'ho recently enlisted w ith the I 
61st battalion

Health act. are all
rrled out.

r i W ide powers are granted the com
missioner. He is to be a  coroner In 

[and for the province, and ex- 
oftlcio a public health officer and a 
police magistrate. He w ill also be 

1 appointed a commissioner of police, 
[under the provisions of the Domln- 
| Ion Polieo act.
I I f  necessary Mr. Campbell will 
be provided w ith  an assistant. It 
is believed, however, that the gnv- 

lunent Intends experimenting with 
rnimlssioner before Increasing 

the cost of the administration of the 
law  in the northern territory.

4 ernr 
the

184TH CELEBRATES 
FULL ROSTER ROIL

EXPENSE OF $20
Members of Playgrounds Com

mission Contribute to Fund at 
Practically No Cost

EXPECTEO HI TRE 
PAS THIS SPRING

J. A. Campbell Declares Pros 
pects Are Good For Gold 

Rush—Miners Busy

Brothers At Front, 
Sons of Minister

Arthur Morrison, playgrounds and 
recreation commissioner. Informed 
the board of control today that dur
ing the lust year the commission has 
raised more than $15,900 for -he p t- 
riotlc funds at a cost not exceeding 
$ 20.

'I lie commissioner asked for the 
use of the exhibition track for the 
motor cycle race» to be held May 24, 
and he was told that there would be 
no trouble about the permit. Tho 
Canadian riders will compete for r ib 
bons, but there will be considerable 
expense connected w ith the bring.ng 
in of other riders. The proceeds of 
the races w ill go to the pntrlotio 
funds.

Controller Cockburn declared that 
the board would continue this year 
ts policy of allowing the use of the 

track for the encouragement of a th 
letics, provided thftt the city would 
not be put to large expense for up- 
kpop. It  was suggested that the 
playgrounds commission should tnko 
qyer the track for the season and 
become responsible for the upkeep. 
The suggestion will be given further 
consideration.

Piles ' t ir e d  In  'I to I I llnys
Druggists refund money Ir PAZO 
O IN TM ENT f a l l s  to cure Itching. 
R'.lnd. Bleeding or Protruding P11--S. 
F irst application gives re'lcf. .'-or,

— Advt.

Baird Lectures On 
Gen Von Hindenburg
In a series of addresses on "Eight 

Fighting Men," the Rev. Dr. A. H. 
Baird on Sunday afternoon at the 
Y.M.C.A. gave a talk on the life of 
“ Gen. von Hindenburg, the popular 
hero of Germane r  «‘ay.

Hindenburg. said Dr. Ba ird , Is a 
genius and with the exception of S r 
John French, there Is no general 
among the allies who Is In any way 
comparable to him. He lias a capa
city for thinking In an emergency, 
is a man of ser.se and has steady 
nerves.

The next address, the last of the 
series, will be on Lord Kitchener. 
Who Preaches and Practises tile Gos
pel of Efficiency."

Col. Sharpe’s Unit Reaches 
Strength Just 44 Days After 

Signing First Recruit

An entire battalion In six weeks. 
Th is was tho event celebrated by 
L  out. - 1 'ol. W . H. Sharpe and officers 
of the I- lilt Battalion Saturday 
evening when they entertained more 
then luO giiesls at their first m ilitary 
d inner.'

Tho bunquet was set in tho main 
dining room of the Olym pia hotel 
and among tin guests of honor were 
M ajor Gen. John  Hughes. C’ol, H. N. 
H u itín , officers of the dlptrtct staff 
and a number of commanding offi
cers of battalions now stationed in 
the city.

After proposing the toast to the 
k lr -  Col Sharpe spoke briefly, stat
in - that tho l-utta'ion was recruited 
to over strength In just 14 days. On 
Feb. 3. hr and ('apt. H arvey Simpson 
and ('apt. W . J  Rowe signed the 
first recruit, a man from Manltou, 
and .iust I I  days IIte r he was able 
to say that the iMth Battalion was 
1.200 strong.

A trying other speakers were Gen. 
Jo h n  Hughes, Col. H. \*. Rattan. 
I.lent.-Col. A. C. Gray. Lleilt.-C’ol. 
Jam es I.ightfoot, Sir Jam es Atkin.

FA N C Y SUG AR-
BR E A K F A S T C U R E D

BACON
6 to 8 pounds

25c

L  ÍO S T O R E S
W e try to solve your food problems 
in accordance with your needs, your 

tastes and your ideas of cost.

HAMS
Fam ily Size

23c

“ CUTTING THE PRICE OF PURE FO O D S”  K eeps a ll Ten M ark ets B usy
Shanks of Beef, 

lb .....................
Q  lb*- Fresh
rj Sausage for. .
Boneless Corned 

Beef, lb ...........
Sweet Pickled 

Pork, lb ..........
Fancy Bolling 

Beef, lb ...........
Round Shoulder 

Steak, lb .........
Slice Sirloin 

Steak, lb ..
Freeh Stewing 

Lamb, lb.
Fresh Pork 

Steak, bl.. .. 
Pounds Fresh3 -

for
ng Pieces

7c
25c
13c
19c
12c
15c
23c
10c
18c
Stew-

25c

B ig  G ro c e ry  S o c i a l s  
For T u e s d a y V T  r a j t

rt-lb. Sack Granulat-

o.,d t‘""" 85c
10cTable Molasses, 

t i n ..................

2 Tins Preserv- O f f  _  
ed Pears f o r ^ t ) C

2 Lombard »A()
Plums for . u v C  

Sunmaid Rais- n r  
ins, 2 for. .

4-pound Pail Raspber- 
ry-Apple  r

Jam  for . . . ^ D C
New-laid Eggs, n t  

per dozen . . ¿ t I  
(No delivery) 

Fancy Creamery d - „  
Butter, lb. . .. O t ) C

H a l i b u t  
Steak, 
lb .....................

F rjsh  Lake H e r
ring, dozen ..

Boneless Haddie 
Fillets, lb . .

Fresh Finnan 
Haddie, lb . .

Smoked Gold 
Eyes, each ..

Fresh Ripe 
Tomatoes, lb. .

New Cabbage, 
lb ....................

¿y doz. Fancy
¿4 Lemons for
Fancy Navel 

Oranges, doz..,

4 Fancy I
Grape Fru it ,

or Salmon

Eat your next M**nl at the Olymjila 
Cafe if you want good service.

—Advt.

St. Paul’s Mission 
Ends; Many Join 

Church On Sunday
S t  Paul’s church mission week, 

which concluded .Sund ay evening, 
was given tho ball m ark of rocoeca* 
when It was found that Holy Com
munion would haio to be adminis
tered at both Sunday morning and 
evening services owing to the largo 
numbers wishing to particípate Rev. 
W . A. McTaggart. of Wychwood 
Park Presbyterian church. Toronto, 
who conducted the mission waa high* 
1> pleased with the result.

The day was also marked by the 
farewell sermon of Rev. A Residan, 
assistant pastor, who Is leaving to 
take a sim ilar position at St. A n 
drews church. Elgin nvenue.

As a parting gift to the church. 
Rev. Mr. Koddsn presented to the 
Kitchener Society a  third illuminated 
honor roll containing the name» of 
the latest batch of S L  Paul’s men 
who have gone to fight for King and 
Country.

Unveil Honor Roll 
At W esley Church

Capt. W . R. Caswell, chaplain of 
tho 203rd battalion, unveiled an 
Honor Ro ll at Wesley church, Sun 
day. The entire service had a m ili
tary air. Three soldiers, Pie. Wnn- 
less 79th, Pte. Herrv, 113rd battalion, 
and Pie. Argus. 114t.h battalion, con
tributed to the services by singing 
hymns and psalms.

Rev. T. G. Bethel preached a ser
mon on patriotism. In  the course of 
the sermon, he defined the true ano 
tho untrue love of country and em
pire.

A gold mining boom Is promised 
for The Pna district during the com
ing spring and sumnu t . .1 A C a n  
hell, a prominent resident ot The PM* 
today Informed The Tribune that 
three or four wealthy syndicates 
were preparing large development 
projects In tho Flinnon and Schist 
luke countries. One concern, Mr. 
Campbell asserts, already has two 
diamond drills on the ground, and 
has Intimated to hltn that prepara
tions are being made t*> spend $M> oon 
In development during the coming 
summer. The Tonopah gyndlente, 
nnother body of Wealthy American 
miners, has one diamond drill on the 
way and another one ordered for 
early spring delivery.

" I would not bo surprised to see a 
boom In our country this summer,” 
said Mr. Campbell. ' Very encourag
ing reports have been coming In all 
winter and there seems to be no 
doubt but that sonto excellent gold 
and stilphldo ore prospects havo 
been found."

The object of Mr. Campbell'a visit 
to the parliament building, where he 
was ntervl'-wed, was to request somo 
help from the department of public 
works. In making traversable tho 
rand and water route between the 
town of Tho pus and the Schist L ik e  
country.

"W ith  the exception of.tw o spots 
requiring portages," he says, "one 
can travel the whole distance by 
water.

The government consented to in 
vestigate tho matter and today E n 
gineer M. J .  K. Allen, of the depart
ment W h s  ordered to go up Into I he 
country and report on the amount of 
money It w 'll require to make these 
portages passable.

Referr'ng to the referendum. Mr. 
Campbell said It wns n very signi
ficant fact that at Moose Igi'ie the 
vote was 18-n in fnvnr of proh'bltion. 
An-' ht this poll all save one of the 
electors were half-breeds.

100th Raises Unit 
For Home Defense

Officers of the 1 OOtli Regiment. 
Winnipeg Grenadiers, have decide* 
that the home defense regiment mu t  
be brought up to full strength, Tho 
unit will be reorganized on the pla
toon system.

Recruits are wanted at once./They 
can be signed Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday evenings at 8 o'clock 
at the regimental headquarters, 194 \ 

Main street. Married men and those ' 
unable to Join one of the overseas ¡ 
battalions are urged to Join for homo 
defense and receive training ana 
drill.

On Thursday evening n meeting | 
will lie held In the Industrial bureau 
for the purpose of reorganiz.tng Uio i 
79th Regiment, Cameron Highland
ers. A meeting will shortly he called 1 
hy officers of the 90th Regiment, 
Winnipeg Rifles, for the same pur- ¡ 

pose.

Bars Change Names 
To Escape Boycott

When the Atlantic Gardens, a 
“ Jitney bar," was placed out of" 
bounds by the m ilitary authorities It 
changed ita name to “ The Belmont.”

The Pig and W histle changed its 
name to the Allies Temperance bar 
soon after It was placed out of 
bounds.

In m ilitia orders issued by the un
its last week It is stated that the 
places and not the names are placed 
out of bounds. No matter what 
change of name may be mado sold
iers are not allowed in either place. 
Both are situated on the east side of 
Main street north of the city hall.

Neepawa Concert
Nets Fund $1,075

The citizens gif Neepawa and dis
trict, through the holding of a pat
riotic auction sale and concert on 
Saturday, contributed $1.075 to the 
Returned Soldiprs’ association. The 
enterprise was originated by Rev. R. 
C. Pitts, of Neepawa. He hud the 
support of every citizen of the town 
and district. The various sixdetles. 
during the post week, have had the 
sole object in view of making the 
affair a success.

He s Mennonite, But 
Would Shoot Kaiser

P T E . L. B. M O N T G O M ER Y  
P T E . D. N. M O N T G O M ER Y

Two aons of the late Rev. Robert 
Montgomery. B.D., for nearly 30 
years parish minister of Mulrkirk, 
Ayrshire. Scotland, are now at Hie 

| front "somewhere In France." Pte. 
Leslie B. Montgomery Is with the 
16th Battalion and Pte. Donald N. 
Montgomery Is w ith the 43rd B a t
talion. Before leaving for the front 

: they lived at 1185 Wolsclej avenue.

Compensation Measure To Be 
Held Ineffective If Insurance 

Companies Boost Rates

"The new W orkm an’s Compensa
tion bill may not go Into effect. If I 
the passage of this act through tho 
legislature lias had any material e f
fect on local nee.dent insurance rates 
the Manitoba government w ill not 
proclaim It."

Auuiorlty for this statement Is 
lion .T. II .  Johnson, m inister of pub
lic works.

Asked as to tho status of this new 
legislation today, Mr. Johnson said 
reputable Insurance companies of ■ 
Manitoba had been asked to prepare 
schedules of rates and submit thorn 
to the government for the purpose of 
administering the act.

"W hen you get these schedules the 
act will commence operation?" ho 
was asked.

No," responded the minister. “ If 
we find the rates have been boosted 
we will not proclaim the act at all."

"Then theie’s a chance that this 
act will never be really effective?"

"There Is that chance," said Mr. 
Johnson.

Hardware Merchant L e a v e  
Mayo Brother?' Institution 
Greatly Improved in Health

PT E . P E T E R  N E U F E L D
Pto. Neufeld Is one of the Men- 

nonites from Rosenfelt, Man., who 
have enlisted with Llcut.-Col. Is*n- 
drum McMeans. One of the chief 
religious beliefs of the Mennonites is 
that they should not take up arms, 
not even to protect their own homes 
and It was on account of this belief 
that they were exiled from Germany 
more than 100 years ago.

W HIT Ii BE1S JOB
05, mm

Winnipeg; Lawyer Slated Pay
master of 221st Battalion— 

Geo. Leary Disappointed

f't'trge Leary. 65 years old, and a 
pioneer of Manitoba residing at (-’a r 
man, is in the city today a disap
pointed tran Ho/cunte here with 
tho C'.\| rt*-s Intention of enlisting In 
Lieut.-Col. I.eudrum Sic Moans' 221st 
battalion. On reporting to Col. II. C. 
Rut tan, however, he was Informed 
that the paymastershlp of the bat
talion, which position he was look
ing for, h.ul alrtedy been ai-plied 
for. The name of the applicant, t ’ol. 
Hutton gave as H arry  W hitla, K.C. 
Mr. Leary naked If there was any 
other capnclty in which he could go 
(o tho front, but was Informed that 
his age rendered his acceptance im 
possible.

Mr. Leary, who wns a partner of 
S ir Kodmond Rol iin many years ago. 
is head of the Leary Brick P lan t at 
Carman, which Is now engaged on a 
large contract for brick for the new 
parliament buildings. The plant is 
already in fall working order. This 
ho says is a  record for an early start 
In this work. _____ __________________

Bind W itnesses in 
Percy W hite Trial

W itness In the Percy AVhtto man
slaughter case, wiucn uas adjourn
ed daring tin nslzes recently closed, 
until next June, were formally 
bmnd ever to appear by Judge Cur
van in chambers this morning. No 
dnte has been fixed lor the White 
triii . hut it is understood that II will 
be first on Die petit lury docket 
when the midsummer assizes open.

Missouri Families 
Coming to Canada

During the week a largo number 
of families front Mlsourl are expected 
to arrive in Winnipeg, ucc<*rdlng to 
a statement this morning from the 
Immigration officer at the I'n ion 
depot. These fumiliee w ill go to the 
Peace R ive r country, eiio w ill even
tually become s it tier» of the Cana
dian West.

Not every W ant Ad. hag In it 
money saving facts FO R  YO U, but 
the fact that many ads. do have, Is 
the important fact. — Advt. I

222nd Battalion
To Hike Tuesday

Not to be outdone by other batta l
ions, despite the fact that his map 
are scattered in detachments ell over 
Southern Manitoba. Lieut.-Col. 
Jam es Llghtfoot. of the 222nd Bat 
tallón, has ordered a route march for 
Tuesday afternoon.

Tho Initial march of this battalion 
was hold Friday afternoon. More 
than 300 men front detachments In 
Elmwood, St. Umtlface, Norwood. St. 
Jam es and St. Charles hiked for ten 
ntlles, headed by Col. Llghtfoot, 
M ajor C. M. Ackland and other olfl- 
cers of the battalion. These m ar
ch-» w ill be continued until the bat
talion leaves for Sewell, unless it 
receives orders to go to the front 
before Sewell opens.

OBITUARIES
L E E —John Robert Lee, private In 

the 12th Fie ia Ambulance corps, died 
Ihis morning. The funeral takes 
pitue Wednesday at 2 p.m.. from 
Clark Bros, and Hughes' undertaking 
parlors.

OF CONGREGATION
New Pastor of Knox Church As

serts Winnipeg Is Destined 
To Greatness

,T. 11. Ashdown, president of tin 
J .  II. Ashdown Hardware company 
Limited, and pioneer citizen of W in 
nipeg. returned to the c ity  Sundnj 
greatly improved in health.

Eight weeks ago Mr. Ashdown wat 
taken. In a precarious condition ol 
health, post haste to Mayo Brothers 
Institution at Rochester, Minn, 
where an Important operation win 
performed, l-’or somo days after tin 
operation his life was despaired ol 
and members of the fam ily gathered 

j at the bedside, fearing the worst. ^  

change for the better set In. how 
ever. Mr. Ashdown's strong const! 
tution enabled him to pull through 
successfully. In  a week or two, It t« 
now expected, he i\ III be restored to 
perfect health For the lust tw« 
weeks Mr. Ashdown has been recup
erating In Minneapolis and St. Pau l

Dope Fiends Target 
of Police Attention

Mornllty Inspectors W . Eddie ami 
A. Boul are carrying on a campaign 
against drug usnge in W innipeg 
Durtn- the last week four "dop« 

| fiends” were arrested, their sup- 
l*fies of opiates confie ated and con. 

i vlcttons secured against them.
"v e r  tho week-end tho authorltlei 

were busy. A Chin"se "Jo in t" on Me. 
Dermot nvenue was raided Sundnt 
night. Lee Cling. Leo Tong and G lr 
Wing, occupants of bunks In thl 

I place were arrested. They w ill sp 
j pear for tria l on Friday. W illiam  
Cnlnck addicted to morphine, was 
sentenced to six months in Ja il today.

M cK IN D R IC K —Mrs. Sarah Loret- 
to M cKlndrick, aged 42, died this 
morning at the homo of her mother, 
Mrs. M. Nichols. 118 Smith street. 
She Is survived by two sons. Donald 
and C. R „  privates of the 27th bat
talion. now In Frsnee, six sisters and 
four brothers. The funeral takes 
place Wednesday nt 4.30 p.m., from 
t’lnrk Bros, und Hughes’ undertak
ing establishment to the Riverside 
mausoleum.

L A U G H L IN  — Andrew Laughlin, 
hanker, of Cartwright, Man., died 
Saturday nt 576 M cM illan avenue, 
after an illness lasting over 10 
months. The body was today shipped 
to Cartwright for burial. Mr. Laugh 
lin Is survived by a widow.

In a declaration of spiritual policy 
in which he intimated that he would 
conceive it his duty to take un un
compromising stand upon matters 
pertaining to social and moral wel
fare, Rev. It. S. Laldlaw. preached 
his Initial sermon at Knox Presby
terian church Sunday morning.

“ I come to you -n fear and tremb
ling," he said. “  Yours has been a 
noble history. You h ive  been bless
ed by Illustrious pastors. Knox 
church has given spiritual distinc
tion throughout our beloved coun
try. And now, In God's hands, I am 
come to participate in the continu
ance of this great work.”

| The new pastor appealed for gym- 
j pathetic co-operation from every 
member of the congregation. The 
community was destined to greatnesn 
In the world of uffilrs, n t said, and 
as !t grew Its cry for spiritual aid 
would be loud. The ctu rch  would 
h a v e  i o  hear and heed that Insistent 
appeal, the pastor asserted.

Lester Deacon is
Given Commission

Lester Deacon, the 20-year-old son 
of ex-Mayor T. R. Deacon, who went 
to the front ub a private In a Toronto 
battalion, and who 1ms seen several 

¡months, service In the trenches, lias 
been awarded a commission, accord
ing to advices received here today.

Tells of Deeds
of Parish Priest?

Rev. Father Rlain, S.J.. delivered 
a lecture on the work of parish 
priests Sunday evening, before tin  
UAion-Canadlenne club. in the 
Provencher school, St. Boniface.

Parish priests in Ganada, he said 
had been patriots and apostles slnca 
1615, when the first church and th« 
first parish was founded in Quebec- 
The parish priests had made theli 
mark In every walk In life for tin 
good of their (locks. Father B la ln  de
clared.

“Good Things to  
A T  T H E

Fort Garry Market I
330-336 G A R R Y  S T R E E T  

Main 9200

W A L L A C E  — Catherine, daughter 
ot Mr. and Mrs. J. Wallace, 669 Alex- 
under avenue, died Saturday after a 
long tuneas. The funeral took place 
today from the residence to Brook- 
side cemetery.

PAPE'S DMPEPSIN
W A L L IS —The body of MrH. M ary 

June W allis, who died Saturday at 
the General hospital, was forwarded 
today to Glenboro, Man., for In ter
ment.

JO H N S T O N  — The funeral was 
held at Clark Bros, and Hughes' 
chapel, Saturday, of Robert Johnston. 
The remains were sent to Indian 
Head. Sask., for interment. Mr. 
Johnston died suddenly, Friday, at 
S t Boniface hospital.

Tuesday’s Specials

 10i

 20-
 8 '

Relieves Sourneet Gae, Heartburn, 
Dyspepsia In Five

Minutes •

For Fresh Meats 
and Vegetables

GO TO-

S Nb r e a d FT  g ib so n  { M l  C0’

W E  C L E A N
R u g s ,  Carpets, Draperies, 

Curtains, Blankets, etc.
Ask for our representative to call 

and furnish you w ith prices.

O U M F O R D
SANITART i. vt N D RY ,LTD . 

Phone Garry 400

Made for people who want the beet. 
Ask for it.

PH O N E  G A R R Y  2345-6

Tho little  Tribuno W ant Ads. put 
you In touch with t ie  people you 
want to meet. Send In your Want 
Ad. today. — Advt.

S T E E L  T R A I N S

S T . PAUL

Sour, gassy, upset stomach, Indi
gestion, heartburn, dyspepsia; when 
tho food you eat ferments Into gases 
and stubborn lumps; your head aches 
and you feel Bick and miserable, that’s 
when you realize tho magic In Pape's 
Dlapepsih. It makes all stomach 
misery vanish In live minutes.

If  your stomach is in a continuous 
(revolt— If you can’t get it regulated, 
please, for your sake, try I ’ape's Diu* 
pepsin. It ’s so needless to have a bud 

¡stomach—make your next meal a 
favorite food meal, than take a little 

I Diapepsin. There will not be any 
distress—eat without fear. It's be
cause tape's Diapepsin "really does" 
regulate weak, out-of-order stomachs 

.that gives It i t J  millions of sales an
nually.

Get a large flfty-cent case of Pape's 
Diapepsin from any drug store. It Is 

I the quickest, surest stomach relief 
and cure known. It acts almost like 
magic— It Is a scientific, harmless and 
pleasant stomach preparation which 
truly belongs in every home.

Where Quality and Service i i  the 
F ire t Consideration

Fresh-mado Hamburger, 
per l b ........... ..........

"O ur Own Make”  Sausage— Regu 
2 lbs. for 25c. “I  A
Special, per lb ....................1 I F

Lamb Stew, -t -J
per lb ........................................i l l

Lean Lamb Chope,
per lb . . . .  '. .............

Fresh Beef Shank»,
per lb ...................... .

Fresh Piokled 
Pigs' Heads, per lb

Q U A L IT Y  O ATS, P U R IT Y  O A’ 
R O B IN  HOOD O A T S —  Regu 
25c pkg. Special, per pkg.,
23o, or 2 pkgl. f o r ...............

F U L L  L IN E  O F  F R E S H  F R U I 
A N D  V E G E T A B L E S

Sanol Remedies
Tested In the crucible of experience 
by the fire of public opinion, endorsee 

by words of infinite truth
Mod I cal Booklet Free.

SANOL CO., 465 Portage Ave

WOOD! WOOD!!
T A M A R A C . Per C o rd ... .$7.00 

| I  M I X E D  W OOD. Per Cord $6.25

Duncan Fuel Co.
859 Logan Avo. Phone G. 1568

SPRINGTIME
is short. Summer will soon be {  
here. Place your order for Ice 

early with

The A rctic  h e  Co.Ltd.
Phone: Ft. Rouge 981

The heavy articles: Sheets.
7 a b I • c I oths, Counterpanes, 
Towels. Pillowshipa, etc., are 
completely finished R EA D Y  
FOR U S E .

The wearing apparel; Waists, 
aprons, dresses, children's wear, 
underwear, skirte, wrappers, 
etc.. are washed, starched and 
dried ready for ironing.

The work is returned in a 
paper parcel in just the same 
wa/ as our regular finiihed
work.

T R Y  IT  T H I S  W E E K

COUNTRY ORDERS for M eats and G roceries  Ecxed a r d  Shipped a t City P rices

H e r e  Al! Ten Markets-S . 5 1 8 8 - M a i l  A d d ress  “ Coats’ Food M arkets,”  Winnipeg North-W est
Laundry, Limited

Phone Main 5178

AND PKO FLK 'S PRO M EN ADE 
“ Tl»e P l a c e  lo M o ri  l ) « w n  T o w n ”

Winnipeg Industrial Bureau
Mnln and W ater Street»
Open 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Home people and visitor* are cor
dially Invited to visit the Industrial 
Bureau’s Free Exposition of Lo al 
Manufactured Products and Natt ial 
Resources of Canadian West. Mus
eum and Art Exhibits.

HI H D A l '  O F  I N F O R M A T IO N  
Free lllustarted Literature and Sta

tistical Pamphlets at Uureau Inquiry 
Department.
E v e r y b o d y  W e l c o m e .  A b s o l u t e l y  F r e e

METROPOLITAN WINDOW
CLEANING CO.. LTD.
For y—  rew monthly 

. yearly contracts for 
window cleaning, gen* 
eral, or janitor worn.

Call up Main 2276.
Reasonable Rates.

¿O Hourisr** ry^it ro riowcr 

All o u t d o o r  i ip o r t *  and aoelul 
a c t i v i t i e s .
S.S. *t Hern» odian”  enlls iron» 
N e w  Y o r k ,  \ i»rflI ft r im I 12.

V*. “ EvMagellne’' miiln from 
N e w  Y o r k ,  % prl | H nu d  IN.
I liren, Ineliidliijc menls and
b e r t h ,  o n l y  92ft u n d  up.
A pp ly  f o r  T i c k e t s  an d  H o o k le t

H. B. BROWNELL, D.P.A
i a m i d a  8.9.  I . In e s ,  L i m i t e d  

I W l u n l p e a

T  I T * Fare1 ravel lips;-,Fare» and facta about 
Hired» of t r a v e l  

trip» all over the 
world C A i.U K It .V 901, «4*3 Main St. 
I’b o n e  31. 3200.

S A N O L
Is perfectly harmless, but to disease,

deadly
Medical Booklet Free.

SANOL CO., 465 Portage Ave.

Above all m DiiiySiry^Resulb 
O u rW an t A is B n n ^  aH i^ber  
number of Result tW iany 
I r y  one lo-m orrow.

A M'acellaneous Ad. In The Win-1 
nipeg Evenlnit Tribune w ill ««*11 yourj
miHcellan-euus articles. — Advt.

Standmd reneay ter then, 
Gonorrhr.'a uno Un,-lings 

IN 48 hOjf.S. Cu es kld- 
anu Uiad#»f ir.uW.K_

Be wise, advertise your wants in 

the Paper that Brings Results. 

Put a ResultBringing Want Ad 

¡in tomorrow and watch the rc 

¡ turna.

I.v. Liverpool l.v. St. John
Mar. 81. Pretoria* .. Apl. Ift 
\pl. 14. «IHlInn Ypl. W

i.t. London L t. St. John
\pl. Ift .. . Corinthian . . .May H
Lt . OIssko w  l.v. Portland
\yl. 1. . t'nrthnfflfilnu . . \pl. |U

C A N . F A C . L IN E S
Lv. Liverpool Lv. S t .  .loin. 

\pl. 7. . . Metnvima. ., \pl. 2»
For Hatea. Keaervatlopa, Rte. 

Apply Loral Asenta, or 
H . H. ALLAN , 3(11 Main St.

•V. C. C A SEY , 210 Portas* Ave. 
(?fb rrMl tiiCUli 

W IN N IP E G

TRAM 8-PA C IF IC  L IN E *  
nil Information reaardlou

D.d You Receive 
This Paper 
On Tims

Doe» onr e«rrl*r g ir t  »atl»
tsctory dcliverv acm e» !

If Not
pleat,  call

Main 6620
«nd v>« will see that -on r» 
ttive y«rir Tribune promptly 

«nd n  'ilarly « v p tv  d »v

AimYJ ON TOP WITH RESULTS 
Try one of ourWarct Adi end 
Watch tteResulb̂ piRyourmy 
Result Producingwant fids

Winnipeg Tribune, March 27, 1916,Pg. 10, Winnipeg, Manitoba, CA

https://newspaperarchive.com/winnipeg-tribune-mar-27-1916-p-10/

Caption; Peter Neufeld (1885-1954) of Rosenfeld, Manitoba, 
was one of the few Mennonites in Canada to enlist during 
the First World War. According to Glenn Penner, just over 100 
Russian-descendant Mennonites joined the Canadian military 
during the war. Private Neufeld was featured in this article in 
the Winnipeg Tribune on March 27, 1916, announcing Neufeld’s 
enlisting in the 221st Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force.
Photo credit: Winnipeg Tribune

Mennonites have a long history of saying ‘no’ to war,     
but the Mennonite response to war and violence 
has often been much more complicated than we 
think. Many of us assume that all Mennonites were 
conscientious objectors and resisted any kind of 
violence. Like most things, however, the truth is more 
complicated. “Mennonites at War,” the new exhibit at 
Mennonite Heritage Village (MHV), opening June 1, 
explores this complex history. 

The exhibit looks at the many ways Mennonites 
have responded to the threat of military participation, 
war, and violence from the turbulent times of the 
Radical Reformation in the 1500s to the Second 
World War, when many young Mennonites were 
forced to examine their own beliefs on patriotism, 
conscientious objection, and military participation. 
The exhibit is divided into four main themes that 
highlight some of the ways Mennonites have 
engaged with these questions of war and violence: 
“Martyrs,” “Migrants,” “Soldiers,” and “Objectors.”

Anabaptism grew out of the Reformation of the 
1500s, as Protestants sought to reform the church 
they viewed as increasingly corrupt. As the church 
split into two main groups, Catholic and Protestant, 
many felt that the reforms were not going far enough 
and further splits ensued. Anabaptists, who later 
split into other groups, including Mennonites, were 
part of this “Radical Reformation.” They were viewed 
as radical heretics for their beliefs, which included 
adult (rather than infant) baptism and a refusal to 
participate in war, take up arms, or swear oaths. These 
beliefs led to persecution, interrogation, torture, and 
martyrdom for many at the hands of both Catholics 
and Protestants. Still, Anabaptists held fast to their 
belief in non-resistance, not fighting back against this 
persecution. 

Violence and war have been huge contributing 
factors in Mennonite migrations through the 
centuries. Whether they were fleeing persecution 
during the years of Reformation, forcibly deported 
by armies during the Second World War in the 
Soviet Union, or chose to migrate to avoid military 
participation, over the centuries, many Mennonites 
have left their homes because of these forces. One 
of the major reasons for one of the first Mennonite 
migrations from Prussia to Russia in the 1780s, for 
example, was because Empress Catherine II of Russia 
promised them a full military exemption. A similar 
promise was made to Mennonites from Canada 
about one hundred years later, when this privilege 
of complete military exemption was threatened in 
Russia, causing 7,000 Mennonites to leave Russia 
for Canada. Not all migrations were voluntary. 
In the 1920s, nearly 25,000 Mennonites fled the 
newly formed Soviet Union in response to war, 

Caption; Almon Reimer (1923-2017) of Steinbach, Manitoba, was a C.O. during the Second World War. He worked in essential 
industries like Plett and Co. equipment manufacturing north of Steinbach and helping farmers with the harvest, as well as in the 
lumber mill at the alternative service work camp at Roblin, Manitoba, where this photo of C.O.s posing on tractors was taken.
Photo credit: Private Collection

repression, dispossession, theft, violence, disease, 
and trauma that they experienced in the wake of 
the 1917 Revolution. During the Second World War, 
tens of thousands of Mennonites were forced to 
leave their homes by Soviet and German armies, 
or due to a lack of resources brought on by war. 
Some of these arrived as displaced people in Canada 
or South America after the end of the war; many 
more remained behind the so-called “Iron Curtain,” 
migrating to Germany after the fall of the Soviet 
Union and then often on to Canada in a migration 
that continues today.

Although Russian Mennonites have believed in 
non-resistance throughout most of their history, this 
theology was contested and started to shift during 
the Russian Revolution and subsequent civil war. 
Under severe threat from anarchist groups led by 
Nestor Makhno, some Mennonites chose to take 
up arms and form self-defence units, known as the 
Selbstschutz, under German military authority in 
1918. These highly controversial units were formed, 
as their name suggests, for self-defence purposes 
but they had strong military links and, in some 
cases, participated in joint offensive actions against 
anarchists. The idea of self-defence became a grey 
area for Mennonites and church and community 
leaders struggled with the issue. Some were opposed 
to violence of any kind, while others saw it as a 
necessary evil and still in keeping with the peace 
tradition. Many historians argue that the effects of 
this chapter of Russian Mennonite history continued 
to impact the Mennonite community in Canada 
decades later, as many sons of Mennonite men who 
had been involved in the Selbstschutz chose to serve 
in the Canadian military during the Second World 
War. Other factors, like the emigration of the most 
traditionalist Mennonites to Latin American in the 
1920s, coupled with the arrival of more progressive 
groups and mandatory attendance at public schools, 
helped to create a broader acceptance of military 
participation, nationalism, patriotism, and the use of 
violence towards an enemy in the inter-war years 
in Canada. This shift in attitudes led to a record 
number of Mennonites in Canada joining the military 
during the Second World War. Although there is no 
consensus on the issue, historians have generally 
agreed that about 4,500 to 4,775 Mennonites in 
Canada enlisted during the Second World War. Put 
another way, between 38% and 41% of the 11,720 
Mennonites who participated in the war effort were 
soldiers in Active Service.

Although the traditional position of non-resistance 
was slowly lessening during the inter-war years 
in Canada, the majority of eligible Mennonites still 
chose to be conscientious objectors (C.O.s) during 
the Second World War. While Russian-descendant 
Mennonites had been granted full military exemption 
before they came to Canada in 1874, it was unclear if 
this exemption pertained to those who came in later 
migrations, such as the Russländer Mennonites who 
immigrated in the 1920s. Many of this latter group had 
done alternative service work in Russia during the 
First World War and brought this idea with them to 
Canada. In comparison to Kanadier Mennonites, who 
arrived in the 1870s, Russländer were much more 
accepting of the alternative service arrangements 
offered by the Canadian government, beginning 
in 1941. Once officially granted a postponement 

of their military service, C.O.s were assigned to 
a variety of different roles, in alternative service 
camps where they worked in forestry, firefighting, 
road construction, among other areas, in essential 
industries like manufacturing, agriculture, and food 
production, and filling in labour shortages in medical 
services like hospitals. As it is with calculating the total 
of Mennonites in Canada who joined the military, 
counting the number of Mennonites in Canada who 
became C.O.s is difficult and controversial. Historians 
have generally agreed that about 7,500 of the C.O.s 
in service at the end of the Second World War were 
Mennonite, although that number might be as low as 
6,945. These figures suggest that between 59% and 
63% of the total number of Mennonites who served 
Canada during the war in some capacity became 
C.O.s. 

The topics of war, violence, military participation, 
and how a people steeped in a tradition of peace 
and non-resistance should respond to these 
situations has been significant but often controversial 
throughout Mennonite history. It remains so today. 
“Mennonites at War” explores some of the ways in 
which Mennonites in Canada have reacted on these 
issues over their history. It highlights the stories of 
individuals who have had to make complex decisions 
about how they would respond in difficult and 
sometimes unimaginable circumstances. In asking 
these questions of the past, “Mennonites at War” 
provides a place for visitors to reflect on their own 
beliefs about war, violence and consider our own 
responses today in the 21st century.

The grand opening of “Mennonites at War” will take 
place at MHV’s Spring Gala Fundraiser on May 29. Buy 
your tickets online at www.mhv.ca or by calling 204-
326-9661. The exhibit will be open to the public from 
June 1 to September 30, 2021. 



4 The Villiage Voice www.mhv.ca

MHV AUXILIARY NEWS

FUN TIMES ARE COMING

are for sale!!  Unfortunately, COVID-19 protocols 
have stalled the present projects.  We are hopeful 
that the coming summer season will once again see 
the Quilters at work as they entertain visitors while 
adding the last stitches to the quilt.

with other projected patterns, some of the colourful 
pieces will make up the ever-popular Mennonite Girls 
Can Cook aprons, such as are modeled by Linda and 
Tina.  The MHV Auxiliary owes Phyllis no less than a 
huge thank-you for her generous donation!!!!

The Auxiliary has missed meeting regularly during these 
COVID times, however, we have stayed connected 
and looked at new ways to raise funds and work for 
MHV.   We provided hot dogs and chili in the Multi-
Purpose Room for all who came to enjoy the  February 
Winterfest in the Village. The Rotary Club has once again 
resumed their monthly meetings in the Village Centre, 
and we are pleased to serve them a noon lunch on 
those days. 

Slated for April 30th, we will be  sponsoring a Drive-In 
& Pick-up Perogy Supper by the Livery Barn Restaurant.  
Our plans for the upcoming season also include a Film 
Night with the possible showing of the award-winning 
film called The Volendam—a touching story written 

Much to the delight of the 
sewers among us, Phyllis 
Toews recently donated a 
large stash of fabrics, including 
yards and yards of lovely, 
quality quilting materials.  
Some have already been cut 
and packaged to sell as “Fat 
Quarters” and “Four by Fours”-
-terms that have meaning for 
the avid quilter browsing in 
the Village Gift Shop.   Along 

Vintage linens, 
crocheted doilies,  
and quilts stitched by 
the Village Quilters 
line the walls of the 
Quilting Room in the 
Village Centre.  A large 
unfinished quilt—
mounted on a wooden 
quilting frame—invites 
the curious visitor to 
walk in and get a closer 
look at this beautiful 
handiwork.  Most of 
the items on display 

The Waffle Booth has always been a popular place 
for many who enjoy a spot under the canopy to 
savour those heart-shaped waffles—baked outdoors 
on cast iron—smothered in Vanilla Sauce!!! 

Members of the Garden Club are pictured enjoying 
such a treat during one of their lunch breaks.  

As always, our efforts center around raising funds for 
our regular support of the MHV’s Education Program, 
for the seasonal needs of the Garden Club as they 
keep our grounds looking beautiful, as well as the 
Museum’s countless special projects and programs.  
And so, working for MHV, we keep on stitching and 
baking and sewing and growing something to sell!!! 

We invite you to meet us here during this summer’s 
special event days in the Village.   

BY  EVELYN FRIESEN

Since the early beginnings, Penn-co 
Construction has been a leader in the 

Manitoba construction industry, equipping 
our team of skilled professionals with the 

vision, guidance and tools required to bring 
construction projects to life.

penn-co.com

Everyone needs a bit of fun in their lives.  In times of a 
pandemic, fun will not be on the top of our ‘to do’ list, but 
nevertheless, it is important to relax, unfurl our brows, and 
smile.  At Mennonite Heritage Village, we are planning 
to host activities and events which will do just that by 
inviting everyone to participate in our community.

Mennonite Heritage Village is planning to host several 
events which feature specialized interests. On June 12, 
we will be joined by up to fifty antique tractors and their 
drivers who devote their free time to restoring tractors 
from the past and preparing them for our Tractor 
Trek. The day will be filled with stories of childhood 
farming memories, sharing mechanical tips, and 
good conversations over delicious cinnamon buns, 
sausage burgers, and Schnetje. This fundraiser for Eden 
Foundation and MHV is a wonderful way to participate, 
as a driver, as a financial supporter, and as a spectator 
along our route through the countryside.

The Heritage Classic Car Show on July 10 is another 
great day to enjoy the workmanship of classic car 
enthusiasts.  With up to one hundred cars and trucks 
lining the village Main Street, visitors will find great 

stories at each vehicle as the owners share the special 
features of their handiwork.  We all have fond memories 
of getting our driving license or purchasing our first 
car.  The flat tires and dead batteries are long forgotten, 
while the feeling of independence and the pride of car 
ownership remain vivid.  There will be activities for all ages 
throughout the day.

We appreciate the continued involvement of the 
various groups who bring their specialized interests to 
the museum for the benefit of our visitors.  On August 
14, we will be highlighting the work of several of these 
groups, including the Southeast Manitoba Draft Horse 
Association, the Southeast Implement Collectors, the 
Steam Club, and the Steinbach and Area Garden Club.  
They will be demonstrating their skills, offering some 
hands-on opportunities, and inviting interested individuals 
to become involved in their activities and work.  
Mennonite Heritage Village would not be able to prepare 
our facilities and host our events without these volunteer 
groups who bring their expertise to share with all visitors.

We continue to be encouraged by community-minded 
people who get involved with our various programs as 
volunteers.  The satisfaction that comes from sharing 
stories of the past with a grade two class, demonstrating 
various handicraft and trade skills, recommending books 
in the bookstore, and serving hearty meals, brightens the 
day for each one of us.

Pioneer Days on August long weekend, Canada Day 
on July 1, and Fall on the Farm on Labour Day, continue 
to be our largest festivals.  We are being optimistic as well 
as cautious as we plan for these events, however, we 
know that every visit to MHV, whether for our special 
events, our festivals, or our relaxing environment on 
a weekday, will bring opportunities to encounter our 
dynamic outdoor environment.  Smelling the flowers, 

BY ROBERT GOERTZEN

visiting the farm animals, speaking with volunteers and 
staff about Steinbach’s past, or sitting by the pond to 
watch the birds are all wonderful ways to find relaxation, 
decrease our worries, and smile in 2021.

and produced by Andrew Wall depicting thousands of 
Mennonites who became refugees to South America 
following WWII.  Several of the scenes in the movie were 
filmed on the grounds of our Village.   

Photo Credit: Jared Nickel
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GENERAL STORE

ADMISSIONS,VILLAGE B00KS & GIFTS

The General Store, located on Main Street in the 
outdoor Village, has always been one of my favourite 
destinations. With the wide array of artifacts on display, 
homemade items for sale, as well as the great selection 
of old-fashioned candy to choose from, folks are happy 
to purchase items and reminisce about days gone by. 
As we look forward to a new season, the possibilities are 
endless. 

Storytellers and inquisitive patrons arrive and relate their 
own adventures about growing up in an industrious era 
that presented its own set of trying health & economic 
challenges.  Local artisans have prepared a plethora of 
merchandise that truly makes the General Store come 
alive. Old-fashioned candy bursts from the counter and 
spills over into the hands of young and old alike. 

Local artisans for the 2021 season: Amber’s Knits Co., A 
Switch in Time, Night Owl Beading, Embroidery Cards 
& Eggery, Through Glass Images, Grandpa H.H. Epp 
Ointment, Sweet Designs by Evie, and Hilda’s Closet. 
Check out the General Store Instagram and Facebook 
pages for more info.  

The relationship with local artisans works very well as it 
brings in items for sale that the public would otherwise 
not have access to. The inviting, friendly service and 
excellent selection gives the General store that down 
home atmosphere. 

With Covid 19 health & safety protocols in place, we are 
looking forward to a vibrant year. See you soon.

Our Reception/Admissions team are knowledgeable 
& approachable. Each team member is dedicated 
to help each visitor have a safe visit by encouraging 
them to follow Covid19 protocols set in place by 
the Manitoba government. Social distancing and 
contact tracing are a regular part of admission to 
the museum.  The staff work well under the ever-
changing pressures of being a tourism concierge 
in a second pandemic year.  I have been impressed 
by each team member for their ability to stay 
calm, professional, and caring during a time when 
regulations fluctuate. As Manitobans continue 
to make the conscious choice to visit MHV this 
year, travelers are delighted as they encounter the 
many ways the museum offers a place for peaceful 
reflection. We look forward as we continue to create 
new mental health wellness initiatives for guests to 
discover.  

In 2021, Village Books & Gifts is introducing a new 
line of “funny” Obayo t-shirts. These t-shirts are a 
must have, and MHV is the exclusive Southeastern 
Manitoba retailer.  The gift shop continues to offer 
a wide selection of merchandise that tells the 
Russian Mennonite Story. Our choice of books, 
as well as specialty items, fit the curious at heart.  
The mandate of Village Books & Gifts is to provide 
readers with historically sound information, personal 
stories, and works of fiction that reflect the journey 
of the Russian Mennonite people as well as easy to 
carry souvenirs. This year we will have two exhibits 
in the Gerhard Ens Gallery, the first “Mennonites at 
War” on display from May – September, and the 
second,  “Mennonite Photography” will be on display 
from October – April. Hot off the press is the book 
“European Mennonites and the Holocaust” by Mark 
Jantzen and John D. Thiessen. A powerful and 
unflinching examination of a difficult history which 
uncovers a more complete picture of Mennonite life 

in these years. You will want your copy today.  

Whether you choose a crokinole board, a game 
of Dutch Blitz, or purchase a solid wood clothing 
rack where your clothes will catch those summer 
breezes, there is so much to discover in our store.  
Stop by to see the selection of children’s books, 
cookbooks, and coffee table books. Our souvenir 
selection continues to diversify.  You will want to 
purchase retro aprons or fabric for that sewing 
project or quilt you are making this year. Customers 
love the new merchandise the gift shop offers.  
Support local is part of our mandate. We continue 
to appeal to the wide variety of consumers who 
want to purchase items that have a historical feel, 
say “Steinbach” or are “Mennonite” in some way. Our 
2021 goal is to provide quality, unique, hard-to-find 
items.  

VBG is planning to host the sixth annual Christmas 
Market the second week in November. As 
recommended by our local health authority, MHV 
will follow all health and safety protocols.

 I am very honored to have had the opportunity to 

work with exceptional staff and volunteers.  MHV 
Village Books & Gifts has a team that endeavors to 
offer quality customer service and a unique place 
to find that perfect gift. Stop by & find your treasure 
today!

SUBMITTED BY JO-ANN FRIESEN, GIFT SHOP, RECEPTION & OFFICE MANAGER

SUBMITTED BY JO-ANN FRIESEN, GIFT SHOP, RECEPTION & OFFICE MANAGER
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RESTORING THE CHORTITZ HOUSEBARN

The Chortitz Housebarn at Mennonite Heritage 
Village (MHV) was built in 1892 by Jacob and 
Justina Teichroeb in the village of Chortitz, 
south of Winkler, Manitoba, where the couple 
lived with their seven children.  Housbarns, in 
which the barn and dwelling are attached to one 
another, were common throughout northern 
Europe until the twentieth century.  Mennonite 
house barns originated in Prussia (now Poland) 
and by the 1850s the layout was standardized 
to one basic design, which could be adjusted 
as necessary.  This heritage building is a good 
example of Mennonite homes as they were built 
in Manitoba from 1874 to the early 1900s.  The 
Chortitz Housebarn arrived at MHV in 1967, shortly 
after MHV was incorporated, and quickly became 
one of the flagship buildings on the museum’s 
grounds.  Today, along with the fully operational 
windmill, the Chortitz Housebarn is a visitor 
favourite and plays a key role in interpreting 
Mennonite history in Canada to thousands of 
museum guests every year.

As significant of a role that this heritage building 
plays at MHV today, however, it is in need of major 
restoration work.  Visitors walking into the building 
in recent years will have noted the significant 
bulge in the wooden floor in the kitchen and 
eating areas, and this is one of the primary issues 
this restoration will be addressing.  Over the years 
since its installation at MHV, the foundation along 
the building’s perimeter has started to sink.  At 
the same time, the center of the structure (in the 
kitchen area) has been held firmly in place by a 
solid concrete support beam.  This tension in the 
foundation has resulted most visibly in the bulging 
kitchen floor but has also led to damage in other 
areas of the building.

The second area we will be addressing with this 
restoration project is the central brick oven, a key 
feature of traditional Mennonite housebarns.  As 
the oven in the Chortitz Housebarn demonstrates, 
these traditional Mennonite homes were arranged 
around their central brick ovens, which formed 
the nucleus of the house around which all the 
other rooms were arranged.  This type of oven 
works not only to heat the entire house through 
heat radiated from its surface into all the rooms 
around it, but it was also used for cooking, 
baking, and smoking meat (which was done 
in the upper section of the chimney, accessed 
through the attic).  While MHV’s grounds contain 
four residential heritage buildings, only the 
Chortitz Housebarn showcases this unique type 
of oven.  This central brick oven was often used 
for demonstration purposes on Festival Days or 
during the school programs over the decades 
the building has been located on the museum’s 
grounds.  However, seeing how the building’s 
shifting foundation had begun to lead to cracks 
throughout the oven’s structure, Roland Sawatzky, 
my predecessor in the Senior Curator position at 
MHV, decided to put the oven out of service in 
the early 2000s.  Since then, this central piece of 
the Chortitz Housebarn has remained cold and 
unused.  This restoration project will see the oven 
repaired from the inside out, re-igniting (pun 

BY ANDREA KLASSEN

intended) our ability to once again demonstrate 
how these unique heating and cooking systems 
worked in a traditional Mennonite housebarn.

Over my seven years at MHV, I have often enjoyed 
lunch in the shade of the trees in the yard at 
the Chortitz Housebarn, and while the building 
provides peace during the bustle of an eventful 
Festival Day or a much-needed respite from 
a busy workday at my desk or in the galleries, 
another thing has become increasingly clear 
while taking in the view from the yard: the 
exterior of the building is looking a little “down-
at-heel.”  So, once all the foundational work has 
been completed on the building, the exterior of 
the Chortitz Housebarn will receive some tender 
loving care with carpentry work to address rotten 
or damaged siding and a complete coat of new 
paint to the entire building.

In 2019 MHV received funding from the Province 
of Manitoba’s Building Sustainable Communities 
program to cover 50% of the costs of this 
restoration project that will address the primary 
needs of this important heritage building.  In 
winter 2020, we anticipated carrying out the 
restoration that summer; however, as the first 
wave of COVID hit our province last spring and 
ushered in a year of tumultuous uncertainty, it 
became clear we could not move forward with 
this project at that time.  Fortunately, the Building 
Sustainable Communities program granted MHV 
a postponement of the funding, giving us an extra 
year to complete this valuable restoration project.  
Over the next months, MHV will be working to 
raise about $22,000 to cover the remaining 50% 
of the project.  Our first event earmarked for this 
cause is MHV’s Annual Spring Fundraising Gala on 
May 29.  We invite you to join us and show your 
support for keeping this unique heritage building 
alive and well for future generations.

Cover Photo

Caption: John M. Schmidt took this photo of his fellow soldiers lining up to receive 
their pay cheques. The men in the photo were, like John, part of the restricted 
enlistment in the Royal Canadian Medical Corps, which meant that they served in the 
military but did not undergo weapons training or need to carry a rifle.

Credit: Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies, MAID NP191-01-26
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In my time here, my goal has been to help the 
overall team be successful. Fun collaboration 
creates a balanced and effective workplace 
environment. When we work together, the 
benefits go beyond our doors, it affects the 
greater community. I have gleaned from multiple 
opportunities to work alongside such a wide 
variety of gifted professionals and talented 
individuals. These experiences are permanently 
etched into my life. 

Everything from a local book launch to our yearly 
Christmas Market were opportunities to engage 
with the public, hear their heart, and work toward 
offering items that would fill their need. I had the 
pleasure of chatting with a guest not long ago 
about family history and why it matters. MHV is 
seen as a place to find those lost roots. We shared 
a few laughs and then filled her shopping list with 
heritage connections and something to tickle the 
funny bone.  It was very satisfying to regularly 
watch our Reception team deliver exceptional 
customer service. Our volunteers acted as a 
concierge to each visitor that came through the 
doors. My desk is placed within a few feet of the 
Reception counter, and I have watched as this 
team made each interaction a priority. They are 
inviting, friendly and knowledgeable.  My Gift 
Shop Assistant, Nita Wiebe, needs a cape (Super 
Neets), for she is a steadfast, loyal team member, 
who excels in customer service, merchandising& 
allocation of relevant stock, and she is an 
incredible super sleuth (if you need it, she will 
find it). As the main storekeeper, she makes it 
her goal to deliver “above and beyond” customer 
satisfaction. I have been blessed to work with such 
a talented individual. 

BY: JO-ANN FRIESEN

best Reception & volunteer staff in the country. 
They endeavor to provide excellent customer 
service and brainstorm to source unique, quality 
merchandise, relevant books, and locally made 
handiwork. The current pandemic brought its own 
set of challenges that tested our inner mettle, but 
hats off to an overall amazing MHV team. 

The areas in my portfolio were Admissions/
Reception, Adult Tours, Retail: Village Books & 
Gifts, and the General Store, as well as Office 
Management & Management Team participation. 
Each deliverable had its own unique set of 
expectations, and over the past five years, I have 
endeavored to execute each deliverable in a 
timely & efficient manner. It is the little things that 
illustrate a person’s character, but it’s also the little 
things that are character building. I appreciated 
how the management & staff worked together, I 
will deeply miss this camaraderie. 

We (my husband & I) will be making a huge 
change in our lives and step out of the boat so 
to speak. We are moving to another province, 
where we will be closer to our children and 
grandchildren.  There are a variety of opportunities 
ahead.  We do not know what the future holds, but 
we know who holds the future. 

We had a gentleman come in 
looking for an obscure graveyard 
from long ago, and with steady 
determination and super-
sleuthing, the old graveyard 
was located, and the gentleman 
could not believe it. He was 
ecstatic. I guess I am a little 
biased, but I believe MHV has the 

We are looking forward to helping others where it 
is needed. As we step out in a time of uncertainty, 
just like the robins, who are returning from their 
long vacation (they unpack their bags in a new 
home, pull out their nesting plans, settle in for a 
new season, and get to work) we will adjust to 
new surroundings.  

Thank you, everyone, for making my time at the 
museum one I will never forget. 
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 Charles & Eileen Isaac  

 Homer K. & Margaret Janzen  
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 Ernest & Noreen Klassen  
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 Karl Koop  
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 Loewen Hill Farms  
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 Abe Martens  
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Photo Credit: Nik Rave
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